—_—e e — =N N
s m\.’ = . A
THE NEW YORK HERALD, SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 1922
. ——— - :
The World of Foreign Books : S g
German Books. cruelty of the Swedish winter is very G osmo H am:lro-n 5 Be:t Boak.
Surveyed by LUDWIG LEWISOMN. powerful, But the story itself has —Harper’s Basor

UPERFICTALLY a quite mon-
otonous story can be told
about every book market In

S

the world and [ could deseribe recent
pubiishing and literary events in
Germany in the terms of the pub-

lisher's “blurb™ and the literary
“note.” It would sound somewhat
a3 follows: The weteran novelist
Gabriele Reuter, who made an in-
ternational reputation with her re-
markable feminist novel, “A Gentle-
man's Daughter,” has just issued her
very profound and searching auto-
biography, “From Childhood to Hu-
manity,” which is not only a fasci-
nating story but a first rate contri-
bution to the history of the emanci-
pation of woman, Among other of
the established writers who have
brousht out new books are Herbert
Bulenbers, whose novel, “Hallway
Hous¢,” is also autoblographical, and
those popular and by no means con-
temp:ible concocters of horror and
mysiery stories—the most genuine
disci #es of Poe in the world—Hans
Heinz Ewers and Gustav Meyrink,
whoss new volumes are appropriate-
Iy and respectively called “"Night-
mare” and “The White Dominican."
In this way one mizht go on, adding
that the very prolific Georg Kalser
Is abouat to reveal another of his ex-
pressionistic plays and that that as-
ton'shing poet, Frang Weriel, con-
tinues his experiments in the lyrical
an! philosophical drama with “The
Goatgod's Song."

word “myth” as a symbol for the di-
vine life of mankind, the spirituali-
zation of life and love, art and so-
cliety through the creatlve force of
the mind. He will not allow that
(force to be possessed by the mere
scientist, the mere man of letters.
He sees the creative mind as the

dees not merely observe and report
and embellish but that makes its
visions into realities which it sub-
stitutes for the godless and destruc-
tive civilization we have built. Like
Shaw in “Mehtuselah,” Wassermann
proclaims the power of man's erea-
tive will. But he is not concerned
with a will toward a long life or a
life of thought, but with a will to-
ward divine life in which love shall
recreate not only society but the uni-
verse iiself,

The Book of Braun.

The atmosphere of the entire lite-
rary and psychical situation In Ger-
many Is best illustrated by one of
the most beautiful and moving books
in ail literpture. “Otto Braun: The
Literary Remains of a Youth."
Otto Braun, the son of the well
known feminist and socialist, Lily
Braun and Dr. Heinrich Braun, was
born in June 1837 and killed on the
western front in April, 1918. The
memorial volume consists of extracts
from Braun's diaries and letters, his
poems and the fragment of a play in
verse., It Is one of those precious
documents of glory and genius un-

Germany Secking New Concepts. |
in Germany, both before and since |
the war, the breakdown of dogmatic'
wl raditional religion has been more
com plete than probably anywhere |
else. This process was accomplished, | -
however, without the decrease or|
ey the thinning out of Lhe spe-
cifically religious emotions. It
secined necessary to the Cermans, |
then, to find new concepts and spir- |
i
thea could cling.

el of itz great thinkers and poets—
of Novalia, Hebbel, Nietzsche, Goethe,
But even these culis did not suffice.
New voices were needad to interpret
on o neo-religious basis the experi-
anc-3 of mankind amid the tragic in-
tricacies of the Immddiate present.
Or= such voice is that of Eduoard
Eeyserling, of whose “Travel Diary
of a Philosopher” a good deal has
alrsady been eaid and written in
America; another volee is the volce
of Leopold Ziegler, whose latest book,
“The Eternal Buddho,” has just ap-|
peored
The Spirit of Ziegler.

[ confidentiy look forward to =a
tince when the ideas of Ziegler will |
e saught in our schools and colleges
and bis books or at least books |
about him will be in every hand. |
Hi« (s the most communding philo-
soj:hical message since Bergson's.
Arid [t is infinitely more imaginative, |
human, warm and inspiring. Berg-

sol & an amazingiy acute and {resh |
th r. Zlegler is a thinker, too.
Pr marlly be i a seeker after God.

Ie his great work., “The Transfor-|
motion of the Gods'' he deals with
th: various methods by which man,

w th (hat! strange passion of his, has
s:uzht 1o make the world divine.
Aol these methods have always con-
mstad in the interposition
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fulfilled either through the tyranny
of death or life like the books of
Chatterton or Maurice de Guerin.
What is characteristic of his age and
country about this marvelous boy is
that union of extraordinary learn-
ing with the desire to synthesize and
create the world anew through
blending of beauty and thought,
through a creative yearning for a
new religion in the deepest sense of

realities to which these emo- |h® word, through an identification |
That is why we |°f all things with a revelation which [ ter every Scandinavian, poot seems
witness in Germany the intensive|!D® Will and the wisdom of man | !0 think it his duty to puy sooner or

must bring forth.
i Soviets and Zionists.

The most recent German book of
first rate importance is different
from these others only in method
and appearance. The ultimate spirit
of it is the same. A year ago the
well known writer and publicist Ar-
thur Holitscher went
and brought back his report of the
| SBoviets, which was the profoundest
|.|mi most  insiructive yet wrilten.
| And it was so because Holitscher, too,
| is a seelier after salvation. He went
| to Enssia to discover whether the
| experiment in revolution there had
any relation to the possible saving
{ of mankind.
ton the nature of his report.
| terest it had wag in its purpose and
viewgpoint. This" year Holitscher |
| went to the Holy Land, and the vol-

issued is called "A Trip

|

| ume Just

I'lhrqmgh Jewish Palestine.” Tt sticks |

to facts and fizures closely enough.
| But it is also a poetic interpretation |
| of the Zionist movement. It goes to

| the sources of it not only in the hearts |

of Jewry: but in the nature of the
| debacle that has overtaken
| pean civilization.
jof the wanderers who go from the

: schools and universities of Eastern

synthetic and prophetic mind that

to Moscow |

[ shall not dwell here |
The in- |

Euro- |
It tells the tules!

| Euro t e roads
between | FUrope to break stones on the roads |

some of the harshness and bloodiness
that we find among the minor con-
temporaries of Shakespeare.

His cther two quite recent plays,
“Indipohdi” and *The White Savior,”
are far more agreeable and satisfy-
inz. But Hauptmann's greatest
quality has always been in the genu-
ineness of his treatment of life. And
in these new plays there is a quality
of remoteness that makes them seem
almost fantastic. In both. to be zure,
Haup'mann is trying to say some-
thing of very immediate importance
to the modern world, it his message
is obscured by his medium. In “The
White Savior,” for instance, he deals
with the conquest of Mexico. 1In
the annals and traditions of the Mex-
ican religion there is a story that
white messengers from the gods will
come in time to save mankind. Mon-
tezuma has perfect faith in the com-
ing of these white saviors. .So when
his ministers and generals tell him
that white men have landed, slaying
and plundering, he will not believe
them, he urges non-resistance, he
beiieves that the forerunners of the
white savior have come. Mean-
while the priests with the Spanish
forees urge Cortez and his men in
the name of their white gavior not
to spare the heathen, whose country

Ybe Rustfe
s

COSMO HAMILTON

A novel that recalls—
The triumphs of DuBarry
The romance of Parnell

The grande passion of Lord Nelson

THIRD LARGE PRINTING
Hlustraled. $1.90 at all Booksellers

pusLisiiErs LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY, Boston

must” be brought under the b 8
of Spain and Christ. Thus the be-
lievers in one Savior betray and kill
and enslave the believers in another,
and they who follow the teachings
that alone can save the soul are
visited, for that wvery reason, with
destruction and death, Both the
power and truth and the pessimism
of that action are obvious. The trou-
ble is that Hauptmann wrote the
play in verse, and not in blank verse,
but In the unrhymed trochaics fa-
millar te us from “Hiawatha.” And
both triviality and padding seem In-
geparable from thaf form of verse.
Hauptmann's latest publication is
4 tribute to the classi¢ tradition such
as every German, and for that mat-

later. It is a pastoral narvative and
descriptive poem called *“Anna.”
Like Goethe's “Herman and Doro-
thea" and Longfellow's “Evange-
line,” which is a product of the same
il}'nld'.l'luﬂ and costom, “Anna” s
| written in hexameters. It contains
'Ix-'\nm agreeable vignettes of the Si-
(lesian rural life which Hauptmann
knows so well. But one cannot
help wishing that here, too, he had
clung to the form of which he is the
undisputed master and had rather
| given us another “Drayman Hen-
| schel,” or another “Weavers "

NEW BOOKS

Continwed from Preceding Page.

THE SCRIPTORES "[“-TUI'II\I‘ Al-

| GUSTAE—With an English transla-
tion by David Magle. In three vol-
umes, of which this is the firat

PHILOSTATUS AND EUNAPIUS:
THE LIVES OF THE SOPHISTS—
With an English translation by
Wilmer Cave Wright. The above
volumes are part of the “Loeb (Clas-

sical Library” and are published by
G. P. Putnam's Sons.
Essays and Sketches.
READERS AND WRITERS —By A
Urage,

"

South America,

INDUSTRIAL: AND COMMERC lﬁl-
SOUTH AMERICA—By Annle 8.
Feck., Discusges the clties and ports, |

. PERSONAL
TOUCH

by Emma Beatrice Brunne

A stirring romance of New York
life. A novel of startling contrasts
showing how the rulers of fashion
and finance and the denizens of the
underworld are brothers and sis-
Gerirude Atherton says: ters under the skin.

“‘Here we have a novel that possesses all the ele-
ments of popularity; plot, drama, good writing
and craftsmanship, sharp characterization and
much originality in its treatment of the under-
world, the world of fashion, the newspaper
world and of the intelligentsia. 1 have hardly
yet grasped the fact that it is a first novel.”

At All Bookstores $1.90
Publishers BRENTANO'S New York ¢

'l‘he Dark House

By IDA A. R. WYLIE

A character study, powerful and absorbing, which takes its
title from a remark by the hero that as he looked back
at his childhood and youth he seemed to have lived in “a
dark house’—swaggering, pretending not to be afraid, but
always shrinking from shadows. His conquest of self, as it
progresses, produces a natural growth which becomes under
the strong hand of Miss Wylie one of the best novels of
recent years.

$2.00. Any bookseller can supply it; or, if not, it can be had from

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK

GENTLE JULIA

By BOOTH TARKINGTON

ENTLE JULIA is the story of a beautiful girl of

twenty with a gift for dress, and a dangerously
gentle spirit mixed with native coquetry, which pre-
vented her from expressing her preferences. Her
numerous admirers dangled in consequence. She is
afflicted with relatives, among them a little niece, the
feminine counterpart of Penrod.

The book is distinet, lan the reader will find to his
delight that the author w “ths same old Tarkington,”
merry (with Penrodian flashes of Deviltry) like a little
boy, and infinitely wise like a philosopher who has
found the key to the book of life A gay and jovous
book.

At every Bookstore $1.75
Dubléilay, Page & Co. t Garden City, New York




